
TV Commercial Script: The Deer John Letter

By Steve Wilson  ●  651.994.0994  ●  steve@tctechwriter.com
(Camera pans past kitchen table to front door. Wife Nancy is sitting at the table writing what appears to be a letter. Husband John is coming home from work through the door and sees Nancy…….)

(Front door shuts)

Husband: (half-hearted) 

“Hi honey I’m home……..”

Wife: (weary voice) 


“Hi John….”

Husband: 
“Whatcha doin’?”

Wife: (reluctant)


“Uhh… nothin’”

Husband: 
“Grocery list?”
Wife:
“Well, uhh….here….” 

(Hands him the piece of paper)
Husband:  (face alarmed, surprise, fear)

“NANCY…wha..what…is this?”

Wife: (hesitant, tired)


“Uhhh, well, uhh……it’s a…a… Dear John letter…….. “
Husband: (fear, tearing up)


“What do you mean!? What are you saying!?”

Wife: (hesitant, resolved, deliberate)

“John, we’ve talked about this forever….you said you’d do something about it. You promised for years now that things would change. I’m tired John. Tired of the same old, same old… It’s just too much.  Too much work! So I‘ve made a decisi---
(interrupts herself)    READ THE LETTER!!” 
Husband: (echo voice, reading the letter)



“Dear John,

I’ve asked you and asked you, for years now, and you’ve never followed through on your promises. You said things would change. You said you’d take care of things…and now enough time’s passed that I’m taking things into my own hands…. I’ve done a lot of thinking about this and you’re not going to change my mind……Tomorrow morning, I’m going straight to the dealer, and I’m bringing home a John Deer Lawn Tractor. I’m never using that stupid old push mower again. It’s old, dirty, hard to start, and I’m sick of it!
I’m bringing home a John Deer model 108: A 15 horse, with electric start, bagger, twin 24” blades, a canopy, beverage holders, headlights, and….best of all: interest free financing for two years!”
Husband:  (looking at wife, near tears, but relieved)


“Whatever you want dear….I…I….I just never thought you…..
Wife:  (tearing up too, hugs her husband)



“It’ll be alright John…..”

(Camera pans past husband, leaning on the fence of their yard, holding a lemonade; a relieved, contented smile on his face, to picture the wife in the background, racing past at top speed on the new lawn tractor. Camera then closes on her to see a big smile and laughter on her face.  Alternate ending: camera swings back around to the husband, and his look says he planned the whole thing….) 
Announcer voice: (serious)


“Gentlemen, this could happen to you. If you think any woman could write a John Deer Dear John letter, don’t be fooled. John here was one of the lucky ones. Call 1-800-John-Deer, for information about our two year, interest free financing on our full line of lawn tractors….unless you think you’re one of the lucky ones, or you married Nancy…..offer expires 10.1.08.”  
